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way came from the people. For some time past
these had craved teachers of " the purer word " as
the new creed was at first called. At first the
demands were refused on imperial authority, but
after a while concessions were made. It was needful
to conciliate the inhabitants, for the funds of the city
were low, thanks to the wars for Frederick and
Gustavus, and it was foreseen that new taxes would
be submitted to with a bad grace. Indeed, when in
1529 the rulers appealed to the guilds to support
them in imposing new taxes they were answered by
a delegation of forty-eight persons who replied to
the municipal demands in bold terms, of which the
upshot was that they would treat of " no money
questions until the municipality should permit the
introduction of the evangelical teaching" and the
sacrament be administered in both forms. This
language was unmistakably clear, and the city rulers
seeing the townspeople were in earnest, yielded to
all their demands. Thus in 1531 Liibeck openly
acknowledged the Lutheran creed. The democracy
had spoken and triumphed. They had made their
power felt; they were conscious of their success, and
they did not mean easily to abandon their newly
acquired position of importance. The leader and
spokesman of this demonstration was Jiirgen Wullen-
weber, the man whose ambition and energy were to
give to the Hansa yet one more proud moment of
triumph; one more, and the last

The origin and the life of Jiirgen Wullenweber
are to this day wrapped in some mystery. It suited
the various party factions to represent him respectively